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they have always agreed with the Sun.  Asto the Printing of
the Figure of my New Watch, Ifhall defer that yet awhile : bue
it fhall in time appear with all the Demonftrations thereof, toge-
ther with a Treatifc of Pendrlums, written by me fome days fince,
which is of a very fubtile Speculation.

The Charatter, latelypublifbed beyond the Seas, of an Eminent
Perfon, not long fince dead at Tholoufe , where he was a

Councellor of Parliament.

It is the defervedly famous AMonfienr de Fermat , who was,
( faith the Author of the Letter) one of the moft Excellent
Men of this Age, a Genixs fo univerfal, and of {o vaft an ex-
tent, that if very knowing and learned Men had not given
teftimony of his extraordinary merit, what with truth can be
faid of him, would hardly be believed.  He entertained a con-
ftant correfpondence with many of the moft liluftrious Mathe-
maticians of Exrope, and did excel in all the parts of Mathema-
tical Science : a Teftimony whereof he hathleft behind him i
the following Books.

AMethod for the Quadrature of Paraboli’s of all degrecs.

A Book De Maximis & Minimis , which {erveth not only for
the determination of Problems of Plains and Solids, but alfo
for the invention of Tangentsand Curve Lines,and of the Centres
of Gravity in Solids 5 and likewife for Numerical Quefticns.

An Introdutionto the Doctrine of Plains and Solidsywhich
isan Analytical Treatife, concerning the folution of Plairns and
Solids , whichhad been feen (as the Advertifer affivms ) before
Monfieur Des Cartes had publifh’d any thing upon this Subject.

A Treatife De Contalfibus Sphericis , where he hath demon-
ftrated in Solids, what Mr. Fiet, Mafter of Requefts, had but
demenfirated in Plains.

Another Treatife, wherein he eftablitheth and demonftrateth
the two Books of dpollonins Pergans, of Plains,

And a General Method for the dimenfion of Cwrve Lines, &vc.
Befides, having a perfect knowledge in Antiquity, he was con-
fulted from all varts upon the dithiculties that did emerge there-
in : he hath explained abundance of oblcure places , thatare

found
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found inthe Antients. Therehave been lately printed fome of
his Obfervationsupon Atheness 5 and he that hath interpreted
Benedetto Caffelli, of the Meafure of running waters, hath
thence inferted in his Work a very handfome one uponan Epi-
ftle of Synefins, which was fodifficult , that the Jefuit Petavius,
who hath commented upon this Author, acknowledges, that he
could pot underftand it.

He hathalfo made many Obfervations upon Theon of Smyrne,
and upon other Antient Authors : bat moft part of ‘them are
not found but fcattered in hisEpiftles , becaufe he did not write
rauch upon thefe kinds of Subjects, but to fatisfie the curiofity of
his friends. ‘

Allthefe Mathematical Works, and all thefe curious fearches
in Antiquity, did not hinder this great ¥irt#gfo from difcharging
the duties of his place with much affiduity , and with fo much
ability, that he hath had the reputation of one of the greateft ¢i-
vilians of his Age. ,

But that, which is moft of all furprifing to many,is that with all
that {trength of underftanding , which was requifite to make
good thefe rare qualities, lately mentioned, he had fo polite and
delicate parts, that he compofed Latin, Frenchand Spanifh Verfes
with the fame elegancy, as if hehad lived in the time of Angx-

Jiusyand pafled the greateft part ofhislife at the Courts of France
and Spain. ,

More particulars will perhaps be mention'd of the Works of
this Rare perfon, whenall things, thathe bath publifh’d , fhall
berecovered , and whenliberty fhall be obtained of his Worthy
Son, toimpart unto the World thereft of his Writings, hitherto
anpublithed.
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